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8 OD, who as at this time didft teach the hearts of thy faith- 
fol people, by ſending to them the light of thy Holy Spirit; 
grant us by the ſame Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, 
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort, through the merits of 
CuxisT JEsvs our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in 


( 2 ] 


the unity of the ſame Spirit, one Spo, world without end. Amen! 
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| and br bounden duty, that we ſhould 


Vi 
t; 


at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lok p, 
Holy Father, Almighty, everlaſting Gop, through IEsUs CRHRI5 
our LoRD, according to whoſe molt true promiſe, the Holy Ghoſt 
came down as at this time from heaven with a ſudden great 
found, as it had been a mighty wind, in the likeneſs of fiery 
tongues,” lighting upon the Apoſtles, to teach them, and to 
lead them into all truth, giving them both the gift of divers 
languages, and alſo boldneſs with fervent zeal, conſtantly to 
Pay the goſpel to all nations, whereby we have been 

rought out of darkneſs and error into the clear light and true 
knowledge of thee, and of thy Son JIEsus CHRIST. Therefore 
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praiſing thee 
and ſaying. Holy, holy, holy, Loxp Gop of Hoſts, heaven and 


Amen! 


earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lon moſt high. 


Creator Spirit, by whoſe aid, 

The world's foundations fri were laid; 
Come, vilit ev'ry waiting mind, 

Come pour thy joys on human-kind ; 
From fin and ſorrow ſet us free, 

And make us temples worthy thee. 


O ſource of uncreated heat, 
The Fatt er's promis'd paraclete ! 
Thrice holy fount, immortal fire, 


Ovr hearts with heavenly love inſpire ; 


Come and thy ſacred unction bring, 
To ſanctify us, while we fing. 


Create all new, our wills controul, Fj 
Subdue the rebel in our foul ; 

Chaſe from our minds th* infernal foe, 

And peace, the fruit of faith beſtow; 

And leſt again we go aſtray, 

Protect and guide us in thy way. 


Immortal honours, endleſs fame, 
Attend th' Almighty Father's name; 


The Saviour Son be glorified, 


Who for loft Man's redemption dy'd ; 
And equal adoration be, 
Eternal Comforter, to thee ! 


Rr 


3 Ai „ : 

And when the day of Pentecoſt was fully come, they were 
all with one accord in one place. And ſuddenly there 
came a ſound from heaven, as of a ruſhing mighty wind, 
and it filled all the houſe where they were fitting. And 
there appeared unto them cloven tongues, like as of fire, 
and it ſat upon each of them : And they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 


Efore we come to the declaration of the great and 

manifold gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, wherewith the 
Churchof God hath been evermore repleniſhed, it ſhall 
firſt be needful briefly to expound unto you, whereof this 
Feaſt of Pentecoft or Whitfuntide had his firſt begin- - 
ning. You ſhall therefore underſtand, that the Feaſt 
of Pentecoſt, was always kept the fiftieth day after 
Eaſter; a great and ſolemn Feaſt among the Jews, 
wherein they did celebrate the memorial of their de- 
liverance out of Egypt, and alſo the memorial of the 
publiſhing of the Law, which was given unto them 
in the mount Sinai upon that day. It was firſt or- 
dained and commanded to be kept holy, not by any 
mortal man, but by the mouth of the Lord himſelf, 
as we read in Leviticus 23. and Deuteronomy 16. The 
place appointed for the obſervation thereof, was Je- 
ruſalem, where was great recourſe of People from all 
parts of the World; as may well appear in the ſecond 
chapter of the Aas, wherein mention is made of 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, Inhabiters of Meſopotamia, 
Inhabiters of Jury, Cappadecia, Pontus, Afia, Phrygia, 
| Pamphilia, and divers other ſuch places; whereby we 
may alſo partly gather, what great and royal Solemnity 
was commonly uſed in that Feaſt. Now as this was 
given in commandment to the Jews in the Old Law, 
lo did our Saviour Chriſt, as it were, confirm the 
lame in the time of the Goſpel, ordaining (after a 
fort) a new Pentecoſt for his Diſciples z namely, 
when he ſent down the Holy Ghoſt . viſibly in form of 


CY 


[45] 


cloven Tongues like Fire, and gave them Power to 
ſpeak in ſuch ſort, that every one might hear them, 
and alſo underſtand them in his own Language. 
Which Miracle, that it might be had in perpetual 
remembrance, the Church hath thought good to ſo- 
lemnize and keep holy this day, commonly called 
Whitſunday, And here is to be noted, that as the 
Law was given to the Jews in the Mount Sinai, the 
fiftieth Day after Eaſter; ſa was the preaching of the 
Goſpel, through the mighty power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
given to the Apoſtles in the Mount Sion, the fiftieth 
day after Eaſter. 

And hereof this feaſt hath his name, to be called 
Pentecoſt, even of the number of the days. For as 
(St. Luke writeth in the Ads of the Apoſtles ) when 
fifty days where come to an end, the Diſciples being 
all rogether with one accord in one place, the Holy 
Ghoſt came ſuddenly among them, and ſate upon 
each of them, like as it had been Cloven Tongues 
of fire. Which thing was undoubtedly done, to 
teach the Apoſtles, and all other men, that it is he 
which giveth eloquence and utterance in preaching 
the Goſpel, that it is he which openeth the mouth 
to declare the mighty works of God, that it is he 
which engendreth a burning zeal towards Gods Word, 
and giveth all men a tongue, yea a fiery tongue, ſo 
that they may boldly and chearfully profeſs the truth 
in the face of the whole World, as 1/aiah was endued 
with this Spirit. The Lord (faith Iſaiab) give me 
a learned and a ſkilful tongue, ſo that I might know 10 
raiſe up them that are fallen with the Word, | Tſatah 50. 
The Prophet David crieth to have this gift, ſaying, 
Oden thou my lips, O Lord, and my mouth fhall ſhow 
forth thy praiſe, | Pſalms 51.] For our Saviour Chrift 
alſo in the Goſpel taith to his Diſciples, It is not you 
that ſpeak but the Spirit of your Father which is within you. 
Matthew 10. All which teſtimonies of holy Scripture, 
do ſufficiently declare that the myſtery in the Tongues, 
betokeneth the preaching of the "Goſpel, and the 
open confeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, in all them 
that are poſſeſſed with the Holy Ghoſt. So that if 


any 


. 


any man be a dumb Chriſtian, not profeſſing his 
faith openly, but cloaking and colouring himſelf for 
fear of danger in time to come, he giveth men oc- 
caſion, juſtly, and with good conſcience to doubt, 


leſt he have not the grace of the Holy Ghoſt within 


him, becauſe he is tongue-tied, and doth not ſpeak. 
Thus then have ye heard the firſt inſtitution of this 
Feaſt of Pentecoſt or Whitſuntide, as well in the Old 
Law, among the Jews, as alſo in the time of the 
Goſpel among the Chriſtians. 

Now let us conſider what the Holy Ghoſt is, and 
how conſequently he worketh his miraculous Works 
towards mankind. The Holy Ghoſt is a ſpiritual and 
divine Subſtance, the third Perſon in the Deity, 
diſtin& from the Father and the Son, and yet pro- 
ceeding from them both : which thing to be true, 
both the Creed of Athanaſius beareth witneſs ; and 
may be eaſily proved by molt plain teſtimonies of 
God's holy Word. When Chriſt was baptized 
of John in the River Fordan, we read that the Holy 
Ghoſt came down in the form of a Dove, and that 
the Father thundered from Heaven, ſaying, This 7s 
my dear and well-beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 
Matthew 4. Where note three divers and diſtinct 
Perſons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
which all notwithſtanding are not three Gods, but one 
God. Likewiſe, when Chriſt did firſt inſtitute and 
ordain the Sacrament of Baptiſm, he ſent his Dif- 
ciples into the whole World, willing them to baptize 
all Nations, in the Name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, Matthew 28. And in another place 
he ſaith ; 1 will pray unto my Father, and he fhall give 
another Comforter, Jobn 14. Again, when the Com- 
forter ſhall come, whom I will ſend from my Father, &c. 
Jobn 16. Theſe, and ſuch other places of the New 
Teſtament, do ſo plainly and evidently confirm the 
diſtinction of the Holy Ghoſt, from the other Perſons 
in the Trinity, that no Man poſſibly can doubt there- 
of, unleſs he will blaſpheme the everlaſting truth of 
God's Word. As for his proper Nature and Sub- 
ſtance, it is altogether one with God the F ages 

| an 


and God the Son, that is to ſay, Spiritual, Eternal, 
Uncreated, Incomprehenſible, Almighty, to be ſhorr, 
he is even God and Lord everlaſting. Therefore he is 
called the Spirit of the Father, therefore he is ſaid to 
„ from the Father and the Son, and therefore 
e was equally joined with them in the Commiſſion 

that the Apoſtles had to baptize all Nations. But 
that this may appear more ſenſible to the eyes of all 
men, it ſhall be requiſite to come to the other part, 
namely to the wonderful and heavenly works of the 
holy Ghoſt, which plainly declare unto the world 
his mighty and divine power. Firſt it is evident, 
that he did wonderfully govern and direct the hearts 
of the Patriarchs and Prophets in old time, illumi- 
nating their minds with the knowledgs of the true 
Meſſias, and giving them utterance to propheſie of 
things that ſhall come to paſs long time after. For 
as Saint Peter witneſſeth, |2. Peter. 1.] the propheſy 
came not in old time by the will of man: But the holy men 
of God ſpake as they were moved inwardly by the Holy 
Ghoſt. And of Zachary the high Prieſt it is ſaid in 
the Goſpel, [ Lake. 1.] that he being full of the 
Holy Ghoſt, propheſied and praiſed God. So dig 
allo Simeon, Anna, Mary, A divers other, to the 
great wonder and admiration of all men. Moreover, 
was not the Holy Ghoſt a mighty worker in the 
Conception and the Nativity of Chriſt our Saviour? 
Saint Matthew ſaith (chapter. I.] that the bleſſed 
Virgin was found with child of the Holy: Ghoſt, before 
Joſeph and ſhe came together. And the Angel Gabriel 
did expreſly tell her, that it ſhould come to paſs, 
laying : [ Luke. 1.] The Hay bet ſhall come upon 
thee, and the power of the moſt High fall everſhadow 
thee. A marvellous matter, that a woman ſhould 
conceive and bear a child without the knowledge of 
man. But where the Holy Ghoſt worketh, there 
nothing is impoſſible, as may further alſo appear 
by the inward regeneration and ſanctification of 
mankind. When Chriſt ſaid to Nicademus, [Fobn. 3.) 
unleſs à man be born anew, of Water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God, he was greatly 
PE amazed 


17.1 


amazed in his mind, and began to reaſon with 
Chriſt, demanding how a man might be born which 
was old? Can he enter (ſaith he) into bis mother's 
<vomb again, and ſo be born anew? Behold a lively 
pattern of 'a fleſhly and carnal man. He had little 
or no intelligence of the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore 
he goeth bluntly to work, and aſketh how this thing 
were poſſible to be true, whereas otherwiſe if he 
had known the great power of the Holy Ghoſt in 
this behalf, that it is he which inwardly worketh the 
regeneration and new birth of mankind, he would 
never have marvelled at Chriſt's words, but would 
rather take occaſion thereby to praiſe and glority 
God. For as there are three ſeveral and ſundry 
perſons in the Deity : So have they three ſeveral and 
ſundry offices proper unto each of them. 

The Father to create, the Son to redeem, the Holy 
Ghoſt to ſanctify and regenerate. ' Whereof the laſt, 
the more it is hid from our underſtanding, the more it 
ought to move all Men to wonder at the ſecret and 
mighty working of God's Holy Spirit, which 1s with- 
in us. For it is the Holy Ghoſt, and no other thing, 
that doth quicken the minds of MJen, ſtirring up 
good and godly Motions in their hearts, which are a- 
greeable tothe will and commandment of God, ſuch as 
otherwiſe of their own crooked and perverſe Nature 
they ſhould never have. That tohichis born of the Spirit, 
is Spirit, As who ſhould ſay, Man of his own na- 
ture is fleſhly and carnal, corrupt and naught, ſinful 
and difobedient to God, without any ſpark of goodneſs 
in him, without any virtuous or godly Motion, only 
given to evil thoughts and wicked deeds. As for the 
Works of the Spirit, the Fruits of Faith, charitable _ 
and godly motions, if he have any at all in him, they 
proceed only of the Holy Ghoſt, who is the only 
worker of our Sanctification, and maketh us new 
Men in Chriſt Jeſus. Did not God's holy Spirit 
miraculouſly work in the child David, when of a poor 
ſhepherd, he became a princely Prophet? 1 Sam. 17. 
Did not God's holy Spirit miraculouſly work in 
Matthew, ſitting at the receipt of cuſtom, when of a 


proug 


8 

roud Publican, he became an humble and lowly 
Evangeliſt ? Matthew 9. And who can chuſe bur 
marvel to conſider, that Peter ſhould become of a 


ſimple Fiſher, a chief and mighty Apoſtle ? Paul of 
a cruel and bloody perſecuter, a faithful Diſciple of 


Chriſt, to teach the Gentiles. Such is the power of 


the Holy Ghoſt, to regenerate men, and as it were to 
bring them forth anew, ſo that they ſhall be nothing 
like the men that they were before. Neither doth he 
think it ſufficient inwardly to work the ſpiritual and 
new birth of man, unleſs he do alſo dwell and abide 
in him. Know ve not ( faith St. Paul) that ye are the 
Temple of God, ond that his Spirit dwelleth in you? Know 
ye not that your bodies are the Temples of the holy Ghoſt, 
which 1s within you ? 1 Corinthians 3. Again he ſaith, 
[ Romens 8] Ze are not in the fleſh, but in the Spirit. 
For why? The Spirit of God dwelletb in you. To this 
agreeth the doctrine of St. John writing on this wiſe, 
T he encinting which ye have received (he meaneth the 
Holy Ghoſt) dwelleth in you. 1 John 2. And the 


doctrine of Peter ſaith the ſame, who hath theſe 


words: The Spirit of glory, and of God, reſteth upon you. 
1 Peter 4. O what comfort is this to the heart of a 
true Chriſtian, to think that the rapes Ghoſt dwelleth 


within him? If God be with us (as the Apoſtle ſaith) 


who can be againſt us. | Romans 8.] O but how ſhall I 
know that the Holy Ghoit is within me? Some man 
perchance will ſay, forſooth, as the tree js known b 

his fruit, ſo is allo the Holy Ghoſt. The fruits of the 
Hely Glaſt (according to the mind of St. Paul] are 


— 


theſe : Love, joy, pence, long -ſuffering, gentleneſs, good- 


10%, faithſulneſs, meekneſs, temperance, &c. Contrari- 
wiſe, the des of the fieſh are theſe : Adultery, fornica- 
tion, uncleonneſs, <wantonneſs, idolatry, witchraft, hatred, 
debate, emulation, wrath, contention, ſedition, herefic, 
envy, murder, drunkenneſs, glultony, and ſuch like. Gal. 5. 

Here 1s now the glaſs, wherein thou muſt behold 
thy ſelf, and diſcern whether thou have the Holy 
Ghoſt within thee, or the fpirit of the fleſh. If thou 
ſee that thy works be virtuous and good, confonant to 
the preferipr rule of GoYs Word, favouring and 


taſting 
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taſting not of the fleſh but of the ſpirit, then aſſure thy- 


ſelf that thou art endued with the Holy Ghoſt : Other- 
wiſe in thinking well of thyſelt, thou doft nothing elſe 
but deceivethyſelf. The Holy Ghoſt doth always de- 
clare himſelf by his fruitful and gracious gifts, name- 
iy, by the word of Wiſdom, by the word of Knowledge, 
which is the underſtanding of the Scriptures by Faith, in 
doing of miracles, by healing them that are difeaſed, by 
prophecy, which is the declaration of God's myſteries, by 
diſcerning of fpirits, diverſities of Tongues, interpretation 
of Tongues, and ſo forth. 1 Corinthians 12. All which 
gifts as they proceed from one Spirit, and are ſeverall 

given to man according to the meaſurable diſtribution 


of the Holy Ghoſt : Even ſo do they bring men, and 


not without good cauſe into a wonderful admiration 


of God's divine power. Who will not marvel at that 
which is written in the Ads of the Apoſtles, to hear 
their bold confeſſion before the Council at Jeruſalem ? 
And to conſider that they went away with joy and 
gladneſs, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to ſuffer 


rebukes and checks for the Name and Faith of Chrift Feſus? | 


Acts 5, This was the mighty work of the Holy 
Ghoſt, who becauſe he giveth patience and joyfulnels 
of heart in temptation and affliction, hath therefore 
worthily obtained this name in holy Seripture, to be 
called a Comtorter. Who will not alſo marvel to 
read the learned and heavenly Sermons of Peter, and 
the Diſciples, conſidering that they were never 
brought up in School of Learning, but called even 
from their Nets, to ſupply the rooms of Apoſtles ? 
This was likewiſe the mighty work of the Holy 
Ghoſt, who becauſe he doth inſtruct the hearts of the 
{imple in the true knowledge of God and his Word, 
is moſt juſtly termed by this name and title, to be 
the Spirit of Truth. | Febn 14.) Euſelius in his Ec- 
cleſiaſtical hiſtory telleth a ſtrange ſtory of a cer- 
tain learned and ſubtil Philoſopher, who being an 


extream adyerſary to Chriſt and his Doctrine, could 


by no kind of Learning be converted to the Faith, 


but was able to withitand all the arguments that 


could be brought againſt him, with little or no 
| : | B labour, 
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labour. At length there ſtarted up a poor ſimple 
man of ſmall wit and leſs knowledge, one that was 
reputed among the Learned as an Ideot: And he 
on God's name would needs take in hand to diſpute 
with this proud Philoſopher. The Biſhops and other 
learned men ſtanding by, were marvellouſly abaſhed 
at the matter, thinking that by his doings they 
ſhould be all confounded and put to open ſhame. 
He notwithitanding goeth on, and beginning in the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, brought the Phinoſopher 
ro ſuch point in the end, contrary to all mens 
expectation, that he could not chuſe but acknow- 
ledge the power of God in his Works, and to give 
place to the truth. Was not this a miraculous 
work, that one filly ſoul of no learning, ſhould do 
that which many Biſhops of great knowledge and 
underftanding were never able to bring to pals ? So 
true is the ſaying of Bede: Where the Holy Ghoſt 
doth initruct and teach, there 1s no delay at all in 
learning. Much more might here be ſpoken of the 
manifold gifts and graces of the Holy Ghoſt, moſt 
excellent and wondertul in our eyes, but to make a 
long diſcourſe through all, the ſhortneſs of time 
will not ſerve. And being ye have heard the 


chiefeſt, ye may eafily conceive and judge of the 


reſt. Now were it expedient to diſcuſs this queſtion : 

whether all they which boaſt and brag that they 
have the Holy Ghoſt, do truly challenge this 
unto themſelves, or no? Which doubt, becauſe it is 
neceflary and profitable, ſhall (God willing) be 
diffolved in the next part of this Homily. In the 
MERA ſeaſon, let us (as we are moſt bound) give 
hearty thanks to God the F athgr, and his Son Jeſus 
Chriit, tor ſending down his Comforter into the 
Yorld, humbly beſeeching him, ſo to work in our 
hearts by the power of this holy Spirit, that we 
being regenerate and newly born again in all good- 

neſs, righteouſneſs, ſobriety, and truth, may 1n the 
end be made partakers of everlaſting life in his 
heavenly Kingdom, thrugh Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 


and Saviour, Amen. 


The 


n 
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The Second Part of the Homily, or Sermon, 
concerning the HOLY GHOST, diffolving 
this doubt: Whether all Men rightly challenge 
to themſelves the HOLY GHOST, or no. 


Our Saviour Chriſt departing out of the world 
unto his Father, promiſed his Diſciples to ſend down 
another Comforter, that ſhould continue with them 
for ever, and direct them into all truth. [John 14, 15:] 
Which thing to be faithfully and truly performed, the 
Scriptures do ſufficiently bear witneſs. Neither muſt 
we think that this Comforter was either promiſed, or 
elſe given, only to the Apoſtles, but allo to the 
Univerſal Church of Chriſt, diſperſed through the 
whole world. For unleſs the Holy Ghoſt had been 
always preſent, governing and preſerving the Church 
from the beginning, it could never have ſuſtained. ſo 
many and great brunts of affliction and perſecution, 
with fo little damage and harm as it hath. And the 
words of Chriſt are moſt plain in this behalf, ſaying, 
that the Spirit of truth ſhould abide with them for 
ever, that he would be with them always (he meaneth 
by Grace, Virtue, and Power) even to the world's end. 

Alſo in the Prayer that he made to his Father a little 
before his death, he maketh interceſſion, not only for 
himſelf and his Apoſtles, bur indifferently tor all them 
that ſhould believe in him through their words, that is 
to wit, for his whole Church. | John 17: ] Again, 
Saint Paul faith : [ Romans 8] F any man bas not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, the ſame is not his. Allo in the words 
following, we have reccived the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we. cry, Abba, Father. Hereby then it is 
evident and plain to all men, that the Holy Ghoſt was 
given, not only to the Apoſtles, bur alſo to the whole 
body of Chriſt's Congregation, although not in like 
form and majeſty as he came down at the Feaſt of 
Pentecaſt. But now herein ſtandeth the controverly : 
whether all men do juſtly arrogate to themſelves the 
Holy Ghoſt, or no? The Biſhops of Nome have for a 
long time made a fore challenge thereunto, reaſoning 
| for 
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for themſelves after this ſort. The Holy Ghoſt ( ſay 
they) was promiſed to the Church, and never for- 
ſaketh the Church. But we are the chief heads, and 
the principal part of the Church, therefore we have 
the Holy Ghoſt for ever, and whatſoever things we 
decree, are undoubted Verities, and Oracles of the 
Holy Ghoſt. That ye may perceive the weakneſs of 
this Argument, it is needful to teach you, firſt, what 
the true Church of Chrift is, and then to confer the 
Church of Rome therewith, to diſcern how well they 
agree together. The true Church; is an univerſal 
Congregation or Fellowſhip of God's faithful and 
elect People, but npon the foundation of the Apoſtles 
and Prophets, Teſus Chriſt himſelf being the head Corner- 
tone. And it hath always three notes or marks where- 
by it is known; Pure and ſound Doctrine; the Sa- 
craments miniftred according to Chriſt's holy In- 
{tirution ; and the right uſe of eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline. 
This deſcription of the Church, is agreeable both to 
the Scriptures of God, and alſo to the Doctrine of the 
Antient Fathers; fo that none may juſtly find fault 
therewith. Now if ye will compare this with the 
Church of Rome, not as it was in the beginning, but 
as it is preſently, and hath been for the ſpace of nine 
hundred Years and odd; you ſhall well perceive the 
ſtare thereof to be. ſo far wide from the nature of the 
True Church, that nothing can be more. For neither 
are they built upon the foundation of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, retaining the ſound and pure Doctrine of 
Chriſt Jeſu, neither yet do they order the Sacraments, 
or elſe the Eccleſiaſtical Keys, in ſuch ſort as he did 
firſt inſtitute and ordain them: But have fo inter- 
mingled their own Traditions and Inventions, by 
chopping and changing, by adding and plucking 
away, th:t now they may ſrem to be converted into a 
new guiſe. Chritt commended to his Church a Sacra- 
ment of his Body and Blood: They have changed it 
into a Sacrifice for the quick and the dead. Chriſt did 
miniſter to his Apoſtles, and the Apoſtles to other 
Men indiffrrently under both kinds: They have rob- 
bed the Lay People of the Cup, ſaying, om : 
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them one kind is ſufficient. Chriſt ordained no other 
Element to be uſed in Baptiſm, but only Water, 
whereunto when the Word is joined, it is made (as St. 
Auguſtine ſaith) a full and perfect Sacrament. They 
being wiſer in their own conceit than Chriſt ; think it 
not well nor orderly done, unleſs they uſe conjuration, 
unleſs they hallow the Water, unleſs there be Oil, 
Salt, Spittle, Tapers, and ſuch other dumb Ceremo- 
nies, ſerving, to no uſe, contrary to the plain rule of 
St. Paul, who willeth all things to be done in the Church 
unto edification. 1 Corinthians 14. Chrift ordained the 
authority of the Keys to excommunicate notorious Sin- 


ners, and to abſolve them which are truly penitent: They 


abuſe this power at their own pleaſure, as well in cur- 
ſing the Godly with Bell, Book, and Candles, as alſo 
in abſolving the Reprobate, which are known to be 
unworthy of any Chriſtian ſociety : Whereof they 
that luſt to ſee Examples, let them ſearch their Lives. 
To be ſhort, look what our Saviour Chriſt pronoun- 
ced of the Scribes and Phariſees ''in the Goſpel, the 
ſame may be boldly and with ſafe Conſcience pronoun- 
ced of the Biſhops of Rome ; namely, that they have 
forſaken, and daily do forſake the Commandments of 
God, to erect and ſet up their own Conſtitutions. 
Which thing being true, as all they which have any 
light of God's Word mult needs confeſs, we may well 
conclude according to the rule of Auguſtine, That 
the Biſhops of Rome, and their Adherents, are not the 
true Church of Chriſt, much leſs then to be taken as 
chief Heads and Rulers of the ſame. Whoſoever 
(faith he) do diſſent from the Scriptures concerning 


the Head, although they be found in all places where 


the Chnrch is appointed, yet are they not in the 
Church: a plain place, concluding directly againſt 
the Chnrch of Rome, Where is now the Holy Ghoft 
which they fo ſtoutly do claim to themſelves ? Where 


is now the Spirit of Truth, that will not ſuffer them in 


ary wiſe to err? Tf it be poſſible to be there, Where 
the true Church is not, then is it at Rome otherwiſe 
it is but a vain brag, and nothing elſe. St. Pau (as 
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ye have heard before) ſaith, If any man have not 
the Spirit of Chriſt, the ſame is not his. And by 
turning the words, it may be truly ſaid, If any man 
be not of Chriſt, the ſame hath not the Spirit. Now 
to diſcern who are truly his, and who not, we have 
this rule given us, that his ſbeep do always hear his 
voice. [ Jobn. 10.] And St. John ſaith, He that is of 
God, heareth God's Word. \ Fohn. 8.] Whereof it fol- 
loweth, that the Popes in not hearing Chriſt's voice, 
as they ought to do, but preferring their own Decrees 
before the expreſs Word of God, do plainly argue 
to the World, that they are not of Chriſt, nor yet 
poſſeſſed with his Spirit. But here they will alledge 
for themſelves, that there are divers neceſſary points 
not expreſſed in holy Scripture, which were left to 
the revelation of the Holy Ghoſt. Who being given 
to the Church, according to Chriſt's promiſe, hath 
taught many things from time to time, which the 
Apoſtles could not then bear. | Fohn 16. ] To this we may 
eaſily anſwer by the plain words of Chriſt, teaching us 
that the proper office of the Holy Ghoſt is, not to 
inſtitute and bring in new Ordinances, contrary to 
his Doctrine before taught? but ſhall come and 
declare thoſe things which he had before taught, ſo 
that it might be weli and truly underſtood. When 
ehe Holy Ghoſt (faith he) ſhall come, be ſhall lead you inte 
ail truth. What truth doth he mean? Any other 
than he himfelf had before expreſſed in his Word? 
No. For he ſaith, He ſhall take of mine, and ſpew 
nuts yo. Again, he ſhall bring you in remembrance 
of all. things that 1 have told you. It is not then the 
ducy and part of any Chriſtian, under pretence of the 
Holy Ghoſt, to bring in his own Dreams and Phan- 
taſics into the Church: but he muſt diligently provide 
that his Doctrine and Decrees be agreeable to Chrilt's 
holy Teſtament, Otherwiſe ir making the Holy Ghoſt 
the Author thereof he doth blaſpheme and belie the 
Holy Ghoſt, co his own condemnation. 

But to make an end, ye ſhall briefly take this ſhort 
Leſſon, Whereſocver ye find the ſpirit of Arrogance 


and 


[15] 
and Pride, the ſpirit of Envy, Hatred, Contention; 
Cruelty, Murder, Extortion, Witchcraft, Necro- 
mancy, &c. aſſure yourſelves that there is the ſpirit 
of the Devil, and not of God, albeit they pretend 
outwardly to the World never ſo much Holineſs. For 
as the Goſpel teacheth us, the Spirit of Jeſus is a 
good Spirit, an holy Spirit, a ſweet Spirit, a lowly 
Spirit, a merciful Spirit, full of charity and love, 
full of forgiveneſs and pity, not rendering evil for 
evil, extremity for extremity, but overcoming evil 
with good, and remitting all offence even from the 
heart. According to which rule, if any Man live 
uprightly, of him it may be ſafely pronounced, that 
he hath the Holy Ghott within him: If not, then it 
is a plain token that he doth uſurp the name of the 
Holy Ghoſt in vain. Therefore (dearly Beloved) 
according to the good counſel of St. Fohn, believe 
not every ſpirit,, but firſt try them whether they be of God or 
no. John 4. Many ſball come in my name (ſaith Chriſt) 
and ſhall transform themſelves into Angels of Light, de. 
ceiving ( if it be poſſible ) ebe very Elett. Matthew 24. 
They ſhall come unto you in Sheeps cloathing, being in- 
wordly cruel and ravening wolves. They ſhall have an 
outward ſhew of great holineſs and innocency of life, 
ſo that ye ſhall hardly or not at all diſcern them. But 
the rule that ye muſt follow, is this, to judge them by 
their fruits. Matthew 7. Which if they be wicked 
and naught, then it is impoſſible that the Tree of 
whom they proceed ſhould be good. Such were all 
the Popes and Prelates of Rome for the moſt part, as 
doth well appear in the ſtory of their lives, and 
therefore they are worthily accounted among the 
number of falſe Prophets, and falſe Chriſts, which 
deceived the world ſo long while. Luke 21. The 
Lord of Heaven and Earth defend us from their 
tyranny and pride, that they may never enter into his 
Vineyard again, to the diſturbance of his filly poor 
flock : but that they may be utterly confounded a nd 
put to flight in all parts of the world: and he of his 
great mercy ſo work in all mens hearts, by the mighty 
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power of the Holy Ghoſt, that the comfortable 
Golpel of his Sen Chriſt may be truly preached, 

truly received, and truly followed in all places, to 
tae beating down of Sin, Death, the Pope, the 
Devil, and all the Kingdom of Antichriſt, that like 
ſcattered and diſperſed theep, being at length gather- 
ed into one fold, we may 1n the end reſt all together 
in the boſom of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, there to 
be partakers of eternal andeverlaſting life, through the 
merits and death of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. Amen. 
F I 1 1 S. 
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RE AT was the Day, the Joy was great, 
When the divine Diſciples met, 

Whilſt on their Heads the Stiair came 

And fat like Tongues of cloven Flame. 


What Gifts, what Miracles he gave 
And Pow'r to kill, and Pow'r to fave ! 
Farniſh'd their Torgues with wand*rous Words, 
In't:al of Shields and Spears and Swords. 


Thus arm'd, he ſent the Champions forth, 
From Eaſt ro Weſt, from South to North: 
Go, and aſſert your Saviour's Cauſe; 
Gs, ſpread the Myit'ry of his Croſs.” 


Eheſz Weapons of rhe holy War, 
Of what Almighty force they are 
To make our ſtubborn Paſſions 7 90 


And lay the proudeſt Rebel low ! 


Nations, the Learned and the Rude, 
Are by theſe heav'nly Arms ſubdu'd ; 
While Satan rages at his Loſs, 
And hates the Doctrine of the Croſs, - 


Great King of Grace] my Heart ſubdue; 
I would be led in Triumph too, 
A willing Captive to my Loxp, 
And ling the Vict'ries of his Word. 
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